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Description of Task
The primary purpose of this research was to establish the truth or otherwise that Laurence
Dennigan, who died sometime after 1901, was, as family legend has it, buried in Abbeyshrule
graveyard. All feasible research is believed to have been conducted, and this is the report of
the findings.

Summary of Information Given
The Laurence Dennigan in question lived in Tomiskey townland, in the Civil Parish of
Mohill, the Catholic Parish of Bornacoola, and the county of Longford.1 There have been
Dennigans in Tomiskey since sometime late in the 19th Century. They owe their presence
there to the marriage of Laurence Dennigan to Anne Clyne. Anne Clyne inherited land in
Tomiskey to which she and her husband moved. According to family tradition, the Dennigan
family lived in Middleton2 in Killashee, Co. Longford, before that. The current family
dwelling house, which is close to the Dublin-Sligo road, was build in or around 1924. Before
then, the family lived on another site on the current farm.
A transcription of the 1901 Census3 shows Laurence still alive in that year, as was Anne
Clyne, his wife. Their stated ages were 61 and 52 respectively. Both were said to be born in
Co Longford. According to this, Laurence was born around 1840 and Anne around 1849.
A drop-line pedigree chart of Laurence and his descendants was provided by Tony Dennigan.
This pedigree was created by one of his cousins and is included as Appendix 1, Pedigree 1. It
will be seen that, according to this pedigree, the first of Laurence’s children was born in 1878,
and thus it seems reasonable to assume that Laurence was married no later than 1877.
A second pedigree was also provided, and it shows a date for Laurence’s marriage and also
shows his parents’ names. An extract is shown in Appendix 1, Pedigree 2.
It will be noted that Laurence Dennigan married Anne Clyne on 1st May 1877. An additional,
and unsourced, piece of data is that Laurence’s parents were Thomas Dennigan and Mary
Casey.
On these pedigrees, Laurence’s place of birth is given as Middleton, Killashee Parish, County
Longford. The same applies to Laurence’s first child, Thomas John, born in February 1878.
Interestingly, however, the pedigree gives Curragarrow, Co Longford, as the birthplace of the
2nd child, Bernard Dennigan. Even more surprisingly, the pedigree names Curraguron, Co
Tipperary as the birthplace of the 3rd child, Mary C Dennigan.
While the exact date of Laurence Dennigan’s death is not known, it was probably after 1911.
The story handed down is that when Laurence senior died, his body was taken by horse-drawn
1

Note that Mohill Civil Parish and Bornacoola Roman Catholic Parishes are both mostly in County Leitrim, but
contain some townlands from County Longford.
2
Sometimes spelled and pronounced as Middletown.
3
Online database: http://www.rootsweb.com/~irllog/census/1901census_259.htm. Accessed 01/05/2006
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hearse from Tomiskey to Abbeyshrule, where it was transferred to a boat, and transported to a
lake in the river to be buried in an ancient burial ground.

Description of Task
The purpose of the research is to attempt to verify if Laurence Dennigan was indeed buried in
an ancient burial ground on some island in Abbeyshrule. Furthermore, if this is the case, then
the question of why is to be examined.

Research Conducted
Research began by trying to see if Abbeyshrule graveyard was located on an island, thus
accounting for the removal to it of coffins by boat.
Longford County Council has an online inventory of graveyards, and Abbeyshrule is detailed
on this. Nothing in the description suggests it is other than a standard, land-bound, cemetery.
Next, a copy of the Ordnance Survey of Ireland map from the mid-1830s was referenced. It is
included as Appendix 2, Exhibit M1, and it clearly shows Abbeyshrule burial ground as a
land-locked graveyard. It is, however, close to both the Inny River and the Royal Canal.
The next step was to search Longford County Council’s graveyard inventory, to see if there
were any island graveyards. There are only three, located either in the deep south of the
county on Lough Ree (two cemeteries) or else in Lough Gowna near Cavan. The names of
them were in no way similar to Abbeyshrule, and it seems safe to eliminate them as
possibilities.
As Laurence was said to have come to Tomiskey from Killashee, the next step was to locate
likely burial grounds in or near Killashee Parish. There seem to be two: one in Cloondara
village, and one in the townland of Ballynacill. The Ordnance Survey map of the latter is
included as Appendix 2, Exhibit M2. Again it will be seen that the graveyard is totally landbased. Note that it is assumed Laurence would have been buried in a Catholic Cemetery. As
the Church of Ireland cemeteries were, by law, open to all, it is not impossible that the
Dennigan family could have had a tradition of being buried in the Church of Ireland cemetery
in Killashee, but this has been assumed as not the case.
It is possible that, for both Ballynacill and Cloondara cemeteries, a coffin could have been
carried down the Shannon for burial, but against that, neither sounds even remotely like
‘Abbeyshrule’ and so it is difficult to imagine how they could have been confused for it.
At this point, details of Laurence Dennigan’s death were sought. A suitable entry was found
on the General Register Office’s indexes and a copy of the register entry was obtained, and is
shown in Appendix 3, Exhibit D1. The details are:
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Superintendent Registrar’s
District
Date & Place of Death
Name
Age
Profession of Deceased
Cause of Death
Duration of Illness
Details of Informant
Date of Registration

Longford
13/04/1915, Tomiskey
Deceased
Laurence Dennigan
Male
Gender
61
Married
Status
Farmer
Curosie (?) Intestinal Stasis
3 months
Ellie Dennigan, daughter of deceased, present at death,
Tomiskey
26/04/1915

This then gave a definite date of death and using it, two local newspapers from about that time
were referenced. These were The Leitrim Observer and The Longford Leader. Unfortunately,
neither of them carried any references to Laurence’s death.
Given his residence, the most obvious place of burial for Laurence is Cloonmorris Cemetery
in Bornacoola Parish. The author has carried out an extensive study of the headstones in this
cemetery and can state categorically that there is no headstone marking Laurence’s grave in
the old part of this cemetery. As the new part did not open until 1935, Laurence could not be
buried in it. Therefore, one of the following must apply: (a) he was not commemorated by a
headstone; or (b) he was commemorated by a headstone that no longer exists; or (c) he was
not buried in Cloonmorris.
If it is a case of (a) or (b) above, then no trace will be found of him in Cloonmorris.
The second possibility is that Laurence, a Killashee man by birth, was brought home to an
ancestral plot somewhere in the parish, possibly Ballynacill.
A visit to Ballynacill cemetery was undertaken. It proved of little value. It is a small
graveyard with relatively few headstones. The first point of note is that there are numerous
memorials to Caseys in this graveyard. Given that Laurence’s mother was a Casey, this helps
establish the presence of families of that name in Killashee. There are relatively few old
memorials, but unfortunately most of these are in very bad condition and vary in readability
from impossible to very difficult. Nevertheless, one Dinnigan4 headstone was found.
Frustratingly, the only part of the memorial that was discernable was “John Dinnigan”. From
its appearance, it would seem there were several other people commemorated on this stone,
but sadly all details are eroded. A photo of this memorial is included as Appendix 4, Exhibit
I1. The graveyard also contains a more recent memorial, dating from 1958, to the Dennigans
of Clonbrock (Appendix 4, Exhibit I2).
The graveyard attached to Cloondara Catholic Church was also searched. This contained no
legible Dennigan memorials, though it did hold a small number of Casey memorials.
The remaining possibility is that he was, as rumoured, buried in Abbeyshrule. Accordingly a
search was conducted among the memorials there. None were found commemorating any
Dennigans.
A telephone conversation with Fr Peter Tiernan, Parish Priest of Abbeyshrule
(Carrickedmond Parish) revealed that although the parish has burial records relating to 1915,
4

Throughout this document the current spelling of Dennigan has been used for this family name. Interestingly,
in local dialect it is pronounced as ‘Dinnikin’, and Dinnigan is a known and expected variant of the surname.
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in his view the first port of call would be to Bornacoola Parish, as the funeral service should
have taken place there. Fr Tiernan confirmed, however, that the Abbeyshrule burial records
did not mention the interment there of a Laurence Dennigan in 1915.
Therefore Fr Gerry O’Brien, Parish Priest of Bornacoola, was contacted. He stated that there
were no existing Burial Records for the parish dating from 1915, and so this proved a dead
end.
Having thus failed to find any evidence of Laurence’s burial in Abbeyshrule, attention then
turned to see if there was any likely explanation for such an event having occurred. If he was
buried there, it would indicate that there must be some connection between the Dennigans and
Abbeyshrule.
We know that Laurence’s father was Thomas Dennigan. An obvious next step was to try to
locate all possible Thomas Dennigans in County Longford around 1857, as listed on Griffith’s
Valuation. The following table shows these, and includes any possible variants of the
surname, including Dunnigan and Donegan.
Lessee
Surname Given Name
Dennigan Thomas
Dunnigan Thomas
Donigan Thomas
Donegan Thomas
Donegan Thomas
Donegan Thomas
Dinnegan Thomas
Dinnegan Thomas
Donegan Thomas
Donegan Thomas
Donegan Thomas

Lessor
Surname Given Name
Greville
Richard
Greville
Richard
Gregory
Thomas
Quinn
Michael
Perry
William
Quinn
Michael
Granard
Earl Of
Granard
Earl Of
Shuldham John
Harman
L.H.K.
Harman
L.H.K.

Civil Parish
Ballymacormick
Ballymacormick
Clongesh
Killashee
Killashee
Killashee
Rathcline
Rathcline
Rathcline
Rathcline
Rathcline

Townland
Cartronageeragh
Clooneeny
Carrickmoyragh
Ballycore
Cloonmore
Corragarrow
Cloonfore
Cloonfore
Corralough
Derrygeel
Derrygeel

It will be seen that the only Thomas Dennigan was in Cartronageeragh in Ballymacormick
Civil Parish while the only ones in Killashee were spelled Donegan. One of these, however,
was in Corragarrow townland. And, given that some of Laurence Dennigan’s children were
born in Corragarrow townland, this cannot be totally ignored. Sadly, the Cancelled Land
Books of the Valuation Office5 simply show this land remaining in Thomas Donegan’s hands
until it was passed into the of Michael Quinn, the lessor at the time of Griffith, and so no
additional clues are provided here.
There were no holdings in the name of Dennigan in Killashee Parish, but there was one in the
name Dinigan, as shown below.
Lessee
Lessor
Surname Given Name Surname Given Name Civil Parish Townland
Dinigan

Michael

Marshal

Thomas

5

Killashee

Knappoge

Cancelled Land Books, Killashee Electoral District, Longford Registrar’s District, Townland of Corragarrow,
Valuation Office, Dublin
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Middleton townland, in Killashee, where the Tomiskey Dennigans are though to have come
from, had only three listed occupants in 1857, as shown below:
Lessee
Surname Given Name
Quinn
Michael
Judge
Thomas
Owens
Patrick

Lessor
Surname Given Name
In Fee
Quinn
Michael
In Fee

Civil Parish
Killashee
Killashee
Killashee

Townland
Middleton
Middleton
Middleton

The Cancelled Land Books for Middleton townland were referenced next. 6 By the time the
first was compiled, apparently in the 1860s, Michael Quinn was listed as the sole holder in
Middleton. The land remained in his name until 1895, when it seems to have been leased to a
Samuel W. Russell. Then, in 1912 it was reset, and quite a number of people took ownership.
Presumably these were previously tenants on the farms in the townland. None, however, of
the newly named occupiers bore the surname Dennigan.
The above listing from Griffith’s Valuation also shows that there were no Dennigans in the
Civil Parish of Abbeyshrule in the 1850s, or at least none that held any land or houses.
Although none of this is conclusive, the evidence certainly suggests that the Dennigan name
generally hails from the Shannon area, and as such is unlikely to have been associated with
Abbeyshrule. Therefore, if there was any connection with Abbeyshrule, it would seem it must
be through the female lines. It was already known that Laurence’s mother was named Mary
Casey, and his wife Anne Clyne.
We know that Laurence’s father Thomas was married in 1836. The Marriage Register of
Killashee Catholic Parish7 shows the following marriage:
Name of Parish

Killashee

Event
Name of Groom
Date of Marriage
Residence
Name of Witness 1
Other
Information

Marriage
Thos Dinigan
16th Feb 1836
Not given
Christy Donohoe
£1/-/-

NLI Microfilm
Ref

POS4235

Name of Bride

Maria Casey

Name of Witness 2 Mary Mannian

Unfortunately, the marriage record is, as is normal, sparse on detail. That said, marriages
almost always took place in the bride’s home parish, and so it seems reasonable to speculate
that Mary Casey was a Killashee woman. It may be significant that at least two of Laurence’s
children – Bernard and Mary C. are known to have been born in Corragarrow townland in
Killashee. On Griffith’s Valuation of 1857, Corragarrow, as already stated, contained a
Thomas Donegan (a possible misprint for Dennigan) and also a David Casey. It is not
impossible that this David Casey was Mary Casey’s father or brother. The memorials in
Ballynacill cemetery certainly suggest Casey to have been a very common name in Killashee.
Overall then, it seems likely that Mary Casey did not have any particular connections to
Abbeyshrule.
The second possibility is that Laurence’s wife, Anne Clyne, had Abbeyshrule connections.
Once again, however, this marriage took place in Killashee, and the same argument stands. It
6

Cancelled Land Books, Killashee Electoral District, Longford Registrar’s District, Townland of Middleton,
Valuation Office, Dublin
7
Killashee Roman Catholic Parish Registers, National Library of Ireland, Pos4235
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is likely that Killashee was Anne’s home parish. The marriage details of her wedding in 1877
(see Appendix 3, Exhibit D2) show that Anne came from Slieve townland. Her father’s name
was Bernard Clyne. A check on Griffith’s Valuation shows that in 1854, a Bernard Clynn
occupied a house valued at 15 Shillings and 76 Acres of land in Slieve. It seems this must be
Anne’s father. A copy of the relevant page is included as Appendix 5, Exhibit G5. From this
again it seems at first as if there is no immediate connection between the Clynes and
Abbeyshrule.
However, the search of Abbeyshrule graveyard did turn up a very interesting connection. A
headstone, in very good condition, near the road, reads as follows.
Oh Lord, Have mercy on the soul of Bernard Clyne who died 2nd February 1857 aged 62
years
Also on his wife Mary who died 12th January 1883 aged 70 years
Also on his son John who died 29th June 1894 aged 60 years and on
His daughter Maria who died 29th June 1894 aged 62 years
Erected by his son Bernard Clyne Tomiskey
In Loving memory of Mary Skelly Carrickboy died 29th April 1965 her husband Joseph died
31st August 1971 His sister Gretta died 25th May 1963 R.I.P.
Appendix 4, Memorial Inscriptions contains photographs of the headstone in question, in
Exhibits A1 to A3.
A search of Killashee Parish Baptisms show that Anne Clyne was born in 1848 and the details
are as follows.8
Name of Parish

Killashee

Event
Name of Child
Date of Baptism
Name of Father
Residence
Sponsor 1
Other
Information

Baptism
Ann Clyne
23/07/1848
Bernard Clyne
Not given
Thomas Yorke
Not given

NLI Microfilm
Ref

POS4235

Date of Birth
Name of Mother

Not given
Mary Yorke

Sponsor 2

Mary Scaly

This confirms Bernard Clyne as Anne Clyne’s father, as well as giving her mother’s name as
Mary Yorke. In addition, it is worth noting that one of her Godparents was a Mary Scaly, and
this is clearly an old-fashioned rendition of the surname Skelly, and Skelly is the surname of
the most recent burials in the plot in Abbeyshrule.
That this is the correct Bernard Clyne is confirmed by the fact that the memorial was erected
by Bernard’s son, Bernard Clyne of Tomiskey. It will be recalled that the 1901 Census of
Ireland shows Bernard Clyne, Anne Clyne’s brother, living in the household of Laurence
Dennigan of Tomiskey.
It should be noted that this is a single plot, about the width of three graves, and that there are
no other Clyne plots discernible in the graveyard. That said, many of the stones are very badly
eroded, and so the possibility of other Clyne memorials existing cannot be dismissed.

8

IFHF Baptism Details
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It should also be noted that Anne Clyne’s mother was Mary Yorke. Abbeyshrule graveyard
also contains two memorials to Yorkes. One of these is unreadable. The other is included in
Appendix 4, Exhibit A4.
For completeness, Appendix 4, Exhibit A5 also includes a montage of photographs of
Abbeyshrule graveyard, which show conclusively that it is not on an island.

Summary of Findings
Laurence Dennigan is thought to have been buried in Abbeyshrule, based on information
given to Tony Dennigan by a neighbour who was a child at the time of Laurence’s death in
1915.
At the outset, it must be stated that while there is no evidence to support this story, it is
equally true to say that there is no evidence to disprove it. And a fascinating connection to
Abbeyshrule graveyard has been found which suggests that there is at least some strong
possibility that the story is true.
Laurence Dennigan was baptised in Killashee parish in 1840, and died in Tomiskey, in
Bornacoola Parish, on April 13th, 1915. No indication of his burial arrangements has been
found. The Leitrim Observer and Longford Leader papers of the period were searched, but did
not contain any reference to Laurence’s death. The graveyards at Abbeyshrule, Ballynacill
and Cloondara were searched without finding any memorial to him. It is already known that
no memorial exists to his memory in Cloonmorris cemetery. The Dennigan plot in
Cloonmorris is located in the new part of the cemetery, which was only opened for burials in
1935, long after Laurence’s death. The burial records of Abbeyshrule Parish have no
reference to his burial there. There are no burial records from Bornacoola Parish from the year
1915.
The story of Laurence’s burial is that his coffin had to be carried by boat to an island
graveyard in Abbeyshrule. There is no such graveyard, unless all maps and other guides are
incorrect. A personal exploration of the graveyard in October 2009 shows that it is entirely
land-locked, though the Royal Canal and River Inny both are very close by.
Secondly, the surname Dennigan is associated much more with west Longford than the east of
the country, and there are reasons to believe the name spread slowly eastwards. For Laurence
and his parents to have originally come from the Abbeyshrule area, and to have then moved to
Killashee (to the west) is unlikely.
A possibility is that Laurence’s mother, Mary Casey, had links to Abbeyshrule, but this seems
unlikely, both on the basis of frequency of surname locations, and also that she married
Laurence’s father, Thomas, in Killashee Parish.
Another possibility is that Laurence’s wife, Anne Clyne, had links to Abbeyshrule. On the
basis of both frequency of surname locations and that she married Laurence in Killashee
Parish this at first appeared unlikely.
These indications notwithstanding, it transpires there is indeed a strong link between the
Clynes and Abbeyshrule graveyard. Anne’s father Bernard, his wife Mary (nee Yorke), and
her siblings John and Maria (Mary?) are all commemorated on a headstone erected there by
her brother Bernard of Tomiskey. There do not appear to be any other Clyne memorials in
Abbeyshrule graveyard, but many of the older stones are impossible to read.
Why the Clynes were buried there, when they lived in Killashee, is not known at this point. It
can be speculated that they originally hailed from Abbeyshrule and that they thus had an old
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family plot there. It is also worth mentioning that Bernard Clyne (Anne’s father) married a
Mary Yorke, and that there are at least 2 Yorke memorials in Abbeyshrule. Therefore it is also
possible that Abbeyshrule was the family burial ground of the Yorkes, and thus the Clynes
acquired burial rights there through marriage.
This clearly does not prove that Laurence himself was buried in Abbeyshrule. Nevertheless,
though there is still no evidence to support the original rumour, it is at least possible to
speculate.
Bernard Clyne junior died sometime between 1901 (when he appeared on the Census) and
1911 (when he did not appear on the Census). He too could have buried in the Clyne plot in
Abbeyshrule but no headstone was erected to him. When Laurence Dennigan died, then
perhaps he was, indeed, buried in Abbeyshrule, also, if so, probably in the Clyne plot, as, one
suspects, was his wife Anne.
The above section (in blue italics) is speculative, and must not be regarded as otherwise.
The aspects of the story that suggest he was buried on an island can, almost certainly, be
discounted. But given the proximity of the Royal Canal and the Inny River to the graveyard,
some form of transportation by boat cannot be ruled out.
One final possibility to consider: is it possible that the person buried in Abbeyshrule was not
Laurence Dennigan, but his brother-in-law Bernard Clyne?
In summary then, despite considerable research, the story of the burial of Laurence Dennigan
in Abbeyshrule graveyard cannot be either confirmed or disproven. But, given that his in-laws
are buried there, there is at least indicative evidence that the story could be true, or at the very
least, that some member of the Dennigan household was indeed buried there.

Further Research
Study into the origins of the Clyne family, and indeed the Yorke family, might yield further
information. Research could also be conducted, though how and where is unclear, into
whether there was a custom of transporting bodies by water to Abbeyshrule.
Further enquiry could be made about the Scally family who are buried in the same plot as the
Clynes. They might have some background information that would be of value.
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Pedigree Chart
A n c e sto r s o f T h o m a s A n to n y D e n n ig a n
T h o m a s D en n ig a n

M a ry C a sey

B ern a rd C ly n e

M a ry Y o rke

b. c irc a 1800
at
d. c irc a 1870
at
m . 16 Feb 1836
at

b. c irc a 1810
at
d. c irc a 1880
at

b. c irc a 1796
at
d. 4 Feb 1858
at
m . 21 Jan 1828
at

b. c irc a 1810
at
d. 12 Jan 1883
at

L a u ren ce
D en n ig a n

A n n e C ly n e
b. 23 Jul 1848
at
d. af ter 1911
at

b. c irc a 25 Feb 1840
at
d. 13 A pr 1915
at
m . 1 M ay 1877
at

L a u ren ce
D en n ig a n

M a ry E liza b eth
M cG ly n n

b. 19 A pr 1884
at
d. 29 Sep 1957
at
m . 1924
at

b. c irc a 1890
at
d. 5 M ar 1963
at

T h o m a s A n to n y
D en n ig a n
b. 3 Jan 1932
at
m . 17 Jun 1972
at
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Appendix 1- Supplied Pedigrees
Pedigree 1

Pedigree 2
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Appendix 2 – Ordnance Survey Maps
Exhibit M1 – Abbeyshrule circa 1836

Exhibit M1 – Ballynacill Burial Ground, circa 1836
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Appendix 3 – General Register Office Copies
Exhibit D1 – death of Laurence Dennigan, 1915

Exhibit D2 – Marriage of Laurence Dennigan, 1877

Appendix 4 – Memorial Inscriptions
Ballynacill Cemetery
Exhibit I1 - John Dinnigan

Exhibit I2 – Dennigans of Clonbrock
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Abbeyshrule Cemetery
A1 – Clyne Memorial
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A2 – Clyne Memorial – Erector’s Detail

A3 – Clyne Memorial Close-up
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A4 – Yorke Memorial
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A5 – Photomontage of Abbeyshrule Cemetery

Appendix 5 – Griffith’s Valuation
Exhibit G1 – Bernard Clyan, Slieve
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